198   THE   CHURCH  OF   ENGLAND

his creation. The Countess of Huntingdon's
Connexion, the corresponding body for Eng-
land, is a mere subsection of the Independents.
The Independents were to play a consider-
able part in the Evangelical revival. Their
course had been straightforward; while
the Presbyterians had diverged into the
thought of benevolence and ultimately into
TJnitarianism, they had held fast to the
Westminster Confession and the Calvinist
doctrine. They were humbler people, less
influenced by education and social position,
and so immune from the influences of the
eighteenth century. As an undoubtedly
orthodox body, they seemed to churchmen
who attached little importance to principles
of association a suitable instrument. Hence,
when Evangelical clergy, such as Henry
Venn, Berridge and Grimshaw, found that
many of their converts lived at too great a
distance to attend their churches they encour-
aged the foundation of Independent chapels,
not because they were Independent, but as
a substitute for what could not otherwise
be supplied. For the establishment of a
new parish was practically impossible. It
needed nothing less than an Act of Parliament.
A parish was a civil as well as an ecclesiastical
division, and the incumbent officially presided